








       
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District  

                        SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2017-2018   DRAFT #1           
 Bold Underlined Dates = No School Days                                         

            

OCTOBER through MAY = 150 Days + 18 in Sept = 168 Days      11/9/16 

                            
Sept. M T W T F Teachers’ mtgs – Aug 30 & 31  
 28 29 30    31 1  Schools Open – Sept 5 
 4 5 6 7 8  Labor Day – Sept 1 & 4 
 11 12 13 14 15 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L 
 18 19 20 21 22 Rosh Hashana – Sept 21 
 25 26 27 28 29 School Days -  18   
 
Oct. M T W T F  
 2 3 4 5 6  
 9 10 11 12 13 Columbus Day – Oct 9 
 16 17 18 19 20      
 23 24 25 26   27 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 30 31    School Days – 21 
 
Nov. M T W T F Prof. Day – Nov 7 (no school/students) 
   1 2 3 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 6 7 8 9 10 Veterans Day - Nov 11 due to Sat holiday 
 13 14 15 16 17 Half Day – Nov  22 
 20 21 22 23 24 Thanksgiving Recess - Nov 23&24 
 27 28 29 30  School Days - 18  
    
Dec. M T W T F 
     1 *Elem Early Dis for Prof L. – Dec    
 4 5 6 7 8 Jr High Early Dis for Confs –Dec  
 11 12 13 14 15 Winter Recess - Dec. 25 – Jan 1 
 18 19 20 21 22 School Days - 16 
 25 26 27 28 29      
    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Note: See attached DESE list for some major religious holidays. Yom Kippur =9/30/17 
* Professional Learning for Staff Early Dismiss:  
 
No School and Delayed Opening Announcements air on TV Channels 4, 5 and 7 and 
radio stations WBZ and WEIM. See postings at http://abschools.org  
 
Acton Town Meeting begins April X, 2018. Boxborough Meeting begins May X, 2018. 
 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee Meetings are held twice a month. See 
http://www.abschools.org/school-committee for more information.                               
  
 

 
Jan. M T W T F      
 1 2 3 4 5 Schools Open - Jan 2 
 8 9 10 11 12 JH Early Dis for Confs – Jan  
 15 16 17 18 19 Martin Luther King Day - Jan 15 
 22 23 24 25 26  
 29 30 31   School Days - 21 
 
Feb. M T W T F  
    1 2 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Feb  
 5 6 7 8 9 Presidents’ Day - Feb 19 
 12 13 14 15 16 Winter Recess - Feb 19-23 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days – 15 
 26 27 28  
   
Mar. M T W T F 
    1 2 HS Late Start only for students NOT  
 5 6 7 8 9     taking MCAS-     
 12 13 14 15 16 Good Friday – March 30 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days - 21 
            26 27 28 29 30   
 
Apr. M T W T F   
    2 3 4 5 6 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Apr   
 9 10 11 12 13  
 16 17 18 19 20 Patriots Day – Apr 16 
 23 24 25 26 27 Spring Recess - Apr 16-20  
 30     School Days - 16    
      
May M T W T F 
  1 2 3 4 HS Late Start only for students NOT   
 7 8 9 10 11     taking MCAS- 
 14 15 16 17 18 Memorial Day - May 28 
 21 22 23 24 25 School Days - 22   
 28 29 30 31 
 
June M T W T F Graduation – June 1  
     1 Last day – June 18 (no snow days) 
 4 5 6 7 8 (June  25  if 5 snow days used)   
 11 12 13 14 15 School Days – 12 
 18 19 20 21 22 Total Days = 180 



       
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District  

                        SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2017-2018   DRAFT #1 B           
 Bold Underlined Dates = No School Days                                         

            

OCTOBER through MAY = 151 Days + 19 in Sept = 170 Days      11/14/16 

                            
Sept. M T W T F Teachers’ mtgs – Aug 30 & 31  
 28 29 30    31 1  Schools Open – Sept 5 
 4 5 6 7 8  Labor Day – Sept 1 & 4 
 11 12 13 14 15 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L 
 18 19 20 21 22  
 25 26 27 28 29 School Days -  19   
 
Oct. M T W T F  
 2 3 4 5 6  
 9 10 11 12 13 Columbus Day – Oct 9 
 16 17 18 19 20      
 23 24 25 26   27 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 30 31    School Days – 21 
 
Nov. M T W T F Prof. Day – Nov 7 (no school/students) 
   1 2 3 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 6 7 8 9 10 Veterans Day - Nov 11 due to Sat holiday 
 13 14 15 16 17 Half Day – Nov  22 
 20 21 22 23 24 Thanksgiving Recess - Nov 23&24 
 27 28 29 30  School Days - 18  
    
Dec. M T W T F 
     1 *Elem Early Dis for Prof L. – Dec    
 4 5 6 7 8 Jr High Early Dis for Confs –Dec  
 11 12 13 14 15 Winter Recess - Dec. 25 – Jan 1 
 18 19 20 21 22 School Days - 16 
 25 26 27 28 29      
    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Note: See attached DESE list for some major religious holidays.  
* Professional Learning for Staff Early Dismiss:  
 
No School and Delayed Opening Announcements air on TV Channels 4, 5 and 7 and 
radio stations WBZ and WEIM. See postings at http://abschools.org  
 
Acton Town Meeting begins April X, 2018. Boxborough Meeting begins May X, 2018. 
 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee Meetings are held twice a month. See 
http://www.abschools.org/school-committee for more information.                               
  
 

 
Jan. M T W T F      
 1 2 3 4 5 Schools Open - Jan 2 
 8 9 10 11 12 JH Early Dis for Confs – Jan  
 15 16 17 18 19 Martin Luther King Day - Jan 15 
 22 23 24 25 26  
 29 30 31   School Days - 21 
 
Feb. M T W T F  
    1 2 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Feb  
 5 6 7 8 9 Presidents’ Day - Feb 19 
 12 13 14 15 16 Winter Recess - Feb 19-23 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days – 15 
 26 27 28  
   
Mar. M T W T F 
    1 2 HS Late Start only for students NOT  
 5 6 7 8 9     taking MCAS-     
 12 13 14 15 16  
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days - 22 
            26 27 28 29 30   
 
Apr. M T W T F   
    2 3 4 5 6 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Apr   
 9 10 11 12 13  
 16 17 18 19 20 Patriots Day – Apr 16 
 23 24 25 26 27 Spring Recess - Apr 16-20  
 30     School Days - 16    
      
May M T W T F 
  1 2 3 4 HS Late Start only for students NOT   
 7 8 9 10 11     taking MCAS- 
 14 15 16 17 18 Memorial Day - May 28 
 21 22 23 24 25 School Days - 22   
 28 29 30 31 
 
June M T W T F Graduation – June 1  
     1 Last day – June 14 (no snow days) 
 4 5 6 7 8 (June  21  if 5 snow days used)   
 11 12 13 14 15 School Days – 10 
 18 19 20 21 22 Total Days = 180 



       
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District  

                        SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2017-2018   DRAFT #2           
 Bold Underlined Dates = No School Days                                         

            

OCTOBER through MAY = 150  Days + 20 in Sept = 170 Days      11/9/16 

                            
Sept. M T W T F Teachers’ mtgs – Aug 28 & 29  
 28 29 30    31 1  Schools Open – Aug 30 
 4 5 6 7 8  Labor Day – Sept 1 & 4 
 11 12 13 14 15 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L 
 18 19 20 21 22 Rosh Hashana – Sept 21 
 25 26 27 28 29 School Days -  20   
 
Oct. M T W T F  
 2 3 4 5 6  
 9 10 11 12 13 Columbus Day – Oct 9 
 16 17 18 19 20      
 23 24 25 26   27 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 30 31    School Days – 21 
 
Nov. M T W T F Prof. Day – Nov 7  (no school/students) 
   1 2 3 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 6 7 8 9 10 Veterans Day - Nov 10 due to Sat holiday 
 13 14 15 16 17 Half Day – Nov  22 
 20 21 22 23 24 Thanksgiving Recess - Nov 23&24 
 27 28 29 30  School Days - 18  
    
Dec. M T W T F 
     1 *Elem Early Dis for Prof L. – Dec    
 4 5 6 7 8 Jr High Early Dis for Confs –Dec  
 11 12 13 14 15 Winter Recess - Dec. 25 – Jan 1 
 18 19 20 21 22 School Days - 16 
 25 26 27 28 29      
    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Note: See attached DESE list for some major religious holidays. Yom Kippur =9/30/17 
* Professional Learning for Staff Early Dismiss:  
 
No School and Delayed Opening Announcements air on TV Channels 4, 5 and 7 and 
radio stations WBZ and WEIM. See postings at http://abschools.org  
 
Acton Town Meeting begins April X, 2018. Boxborough Meeting begins May X, 2018. 
 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee Meetings are held twice a month. See 
http://www.abschools.org/school-committee for more information.                               
  
 

 
Jan. M T W T F      
 1 2 3 4 5 Schools Open - Jan 2 
 8 9 10 11 12 JH Early Dis for Confs – Jan  
 15 16 17 18 19 Martin Luther King Day - Jan 15 
 22 23 24 25 26  
 29 30 31   School Days - 21 
 
Feb. M T W T F  
    1 2 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Feb  
 5 6 7 8 9 Presidents’ Day - Feb 19 
 12 13 14 15 16 Winter Recess - Feb 19-23 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days – 15 
 26 27 28  
   
Mar. M T W T F 
    1 2 HS Late Start only for students NOT  
 5 6 7 8 9     taking MCAS-     
 12 13 14 15 16 Good Friday – March 30 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days - 21 
            26 27 28 29 30   
 
Apr. M T W T F   
    2 3 4 5 6 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Apr   
 9 10 11 12 13  
 16 17 18 19 20 Patriots Day – Apr 16 
 23 24 25 26 27 Spring Recess - Apr 16-20  
 30     School Days - 16    
      
May M T W T F 
  1 2 3 4 HS Late Start only for students NOT   
 7 8 9 10 11     taking MCAS- 
 14 15 16 17 18 Memorial Day - May 28 
 21 22 23 24 25 School Days - 22   
 28 29 30 31 
 
June M T W T F Graduation – June 1  
     1 Last day – June 14 (no snow days) 
 4 5 6 7 8 (June  21  if 5 snow days used)   
 11 12 13 14 15 School Days – 10 
 18 19 20 21 22 Total Days = 180 



       
Acton-Boxborough Regional School District  

                        SCHOOL CALENDAR, 2017-2018   DRAFT #2 B           
 Bold Underlined Dates = No School Days                                         

            

OCTOBER through MAY = 151  Days + 21 in Sept = 172 Days      11/14/16 

                            
Sept. M T W T F Teachers’ mtgs – Aug 28 & 29  
 28 29 30    31 1  Schools Open – Aug 30 
 4 5 6 7 8  Labor Day – Sept 1 & 4 
 11 12 13 14 15 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L 
 18 19 20 21 22  
 25 26 27 28 29 School Days -  21   
 
Oct. M T W T F  
 2 3 4 5 6  
 9 10 11 12 13 Columbus Day – Oct 9 
 16 17 18 19 20      
 23 24 25 26   27 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 30 31    School Days – 21 
 
Nov. M T W T F Prof. Day – Nov 7  (no school/students) 
   1 2 3 Elem Early Dis for Confs –  
 6 7 8 9 10 Veterans Day - Nov 10 due to Sat holiday 
 13 14 15 16 17 Half Day – Nov  22 
 20 21 22 23 24 Thanksgiving Recess - Nov 23&24 
 27 28 29 30  School Days - 18  
    
Dec. M T W T F 
     1 *Elem Early Dis for Prof L. – Dec    
 4 5 6 7 8 Jr High Early Dis for Confs –Dec  
 11 12 13 14 15 Winter Recess - Dec. 25 – Jan 1 
 18 19 20 21 22 School Days - 16 
 25 26 27 28 29      
    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Note: See attached DESE list for some major religious holidays.  
* Professional Learning for Staff Early Dismiss:  
 
No School and Delayed Opening Announcements air on TV Channels 4, 5 and 7 and 
radio stations WBZ and WEIM. See postings at http://abschools.org  
 
Acton Town Meeting begins April X, 2018. Boxborough Meeting begins May X, 2018. 
 
Acton-Boxborough Regional School Committee Meetings are held twice a month. See 
http://www.abschools.org/school-committee for more information.                               
  
 

 
Jan. M T W T F      
 1 2 3 4 5 Schools Open - Jan 2 
 8 9 10 11 12 JH Early Dis for Confs – Jan  
 15 16 17 18 19 Martin Luther King Day - Jan 15 
 22 23 24 25 26  
 29 30 31   School Days - 21 
 
Feb. M T W T F  
    1 2 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Feb  
 5 6 7 8 9 Presidents’ Day - Feb 19 
 12 13 14 15 16 Winter Recess - Feb 19-23 
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days – 15 
 26 27 28  
   
Mar. M T W T F 
    1 2 HS Late Start only for students NOT  
 5 6 7 8 9     taking MCAS-     
 12 13 14 15 16  
 19 20 21 22 23 School Days - 22 
            26 27 28 29 30   
 
Apr. M T W T F   
    2 3 4 5 6 *K-12 Early Dis for Prof L. – Apr   
 9 10 11 12 13  
 16 17 18 19 20 Patriots Day – Apr 16 
 23 24 25 26 27 Spring Recess - Apr 16-20  
 30     School Days - 16    
      
May M T W T F 
  1 2 3 4 HS Late Start only for students NOT   
 7 8 9 10 11     taking MCAS- 
 14 15 16 17 18 Memorial Day - May 28 
 21 22 23 24 25 School Days - 22   
 28 29 30 31 
 
June M T W T F Graduation – June 1  
     1 Last day – June 12 (no snow days) 
 4 5 6 7 8 (June  19  if 5 snow days used)   
 11 12 13 14 15 School Days – 8 
 18 19 20 21 22 Total Days = 180 









 

 

TO: AB SCHOOL COMMITTEE, GLENN BRAND, MARIE ALTIERI, DEBORAH BOOKIS 

FROM: KATIE NEVILLE 

SUBJECT: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY AND OUR SCHOOL CALENDAR 

DATE: NOVEMBER 28, 2016 

  

 
I propose that we make a small, but meaningful change as to how we reflect the second Monday of 
October on our district school calendar.  
 
There is a growing movement to re-brand Columbus Day as Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  
 
Back in 1992 (500 years after Columbus “sailed the ocean blue”), Berkeley, CA made this change. It 
has since spread across the country with cities across 20 states adopting the change. Just this past 
October, municipalities and educational institutions in Massachusetts celebrated their first Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day, with formal recognition by the cities of Cambridge, Amherst and Northampton. 
 
The resolution Cambridge passed does a great job of summarizing the reasons for this change, so rather 
than re-invent the wheel, I will share a selection from their resolution: 
 

“WHEREAS: [Columbus Day] commemorates the landing of Christopher Columbus in the 
Americas on October 12, 1492; and  
 
“WHEREAS: The First Voyage of Columbus to the Americas also initiated the transatlantic 
slave trade, journal entries from Columbus show his desire to enslave the Indigenous populations 
of the Caribbean, and he imprisoned and transported many hundreds of people to this end; and  
 
“WHEREAS: Columbus’ Second Voyage of 1493 was one of conquest, wherein seventeen ships 
were led by him to the New World, and his governorship of the Caribbean instituted systematic 
policies of slavery and extermination of Indigenous populations, especially the Taino people 
whose population was reduced from approximately 8 million to 100,000 during Columbus’ 
reign, being further reduced by the continuation of his policies until near-extinction in 1542; 
and… 
 
“WHEREAS: Other localities have adopted Indigenous Peoples’ Day as a counter-celebration to 
Columbus Day, to promote Indigenous cultures and commemorate the history of Indigenous 
Peoples; and  
 
“WHEREAS: Cambridge believes that the cultures of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas 
are worthy of being promoted, that the history is rich, diverse, and worthy of celebration, and 
that the actions and policies of European colonizers of the Americas destroyed a part of those 
cultures, and inhibited the promulgation of it for generations to come; and  
 
“WHEREAS: Cambridge recognizes the fact that the City is built upon the homelands and 
villages of the Massachusetts Indigenous Peoples of this region; and, 



2 
 

 
“WHEREAS: The City values the many contributions made to our community through 
Indigenous Peoples' knowledge, labor, technology, science, philosophy, arts and the overall 
cultural contribution that has substantially shaped the character of the City of Cambridge; and…  
 
“NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: That the Council go on the record to state 
that the second Monday of October henceforth be commemorated as Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 
Cambridge, in recognition of the position of Indigenous Peoples as native to these lands, and the 
suffering they faced following European conquest of their land; and be it further  
 
“RESOLVED: That the Council recommends that Indigenous Peoples’ Day be observed by the 
people to reflect upon the ongoing struggles of Indigenous People on this land, and to celebrate 
the thriving culture and value that Indigenous Peoples add to our City; and be it further … 
 
“RESOLVED: That the City of Cambridge will encourage Cambridge Public Schools to observe 
this day, with appropriate exercises and instruction in the schools around the time of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day, to the end that the culture, history and diversity of Indigenous Peoples be 
celebrated and perpetuated” 

 
 
It goes on, but what I really hope you will take away from this is that we as a district can and should 
create the opportunity for confronting false narratives and encouraging both a fuller understanding of 
our history and a celebration of Indigenous culture.  
 
This change costs us nothing but makes a powerful statement. I hope my fellow committee members 
will consider supporting such a change on our district calendar.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
Resources: 
 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/10/10/massachusetts-communities-celebrate-first-
indigenous-peoples-day/vWyEpQd6MQtYenY0pYH2ON/story.html 
 
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/10/07/497046525/indigenous-peoples-day-gains-
momentum-as-a-replacement-for-columbus-day 
 
http://www.indigenouspeoplesdayma.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Cambridge-City-Council-
Resolution-12-4-15.pdf 
 
https://thinkprogress.org/movement-to-celebrate-indigenous-peoples-day-is-spreading-
f5405a9a126c#.bwhnm2ilj 










